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Convention on the Taxation of Road Vehicles
for Private Use in International Traffic

The Convenbtion on the Taxation of Road Vehicles
for Private use on International Traffic done at Geneva on
the 18th Mey, 1956, is one of a number of treaties %o which
Malta, as a Member of the United Nations, is eligible to
become a parvy.

2 The Convention provides that vehicles
temporarily imported for private use in the teTrritory of
another Contracting Party be exempted from taxes and charges
levied on the circulaticn or possession of vehicles in the
territory of that Contracting Party. This exemption does not
apply to taxes or charges on consumpbion, and is granted so
long as the conditions laid down in the Customs regnrlations
in force in that territory are fulfilled.

%o The Convention admits of two reservations. The
one concerns the application of the Convention to Cycles
without engines, the other the sethlement of disphtes which
may arise from the inberpretation or application of the
Convention.

4, With regard to cyeles without engine, it does
not appear thabt any reservation is necessary. None of the
Parties to the Convention has made any such reservation.

5e On the settlement of disputes the Convention
provides that so far as possible disputes between Contracting
Parties should be sebtltled by negotiation between them;
failing which, disputes shall be submitted to one or more
arbitrators selected by agreement, if any cne of the Farties
to dispute so requests, If within three months from the date
of the request for arbitration the Partiez are unable to agree
on the selection of an arbitrator or arbhitrators any of the
Parties may request The Secretary-General of the United
Ifations to nominate a single arbilitrator to whom the dispute
shall be referred for decision., Of the countries which have
acceded to the Convention only Czechoslovakia and Poland have
declared that they do not consider themselves bound by the
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of the Convention (Article 10),

Ba The Crown Advocabe-General feelg that a policy
decision is called for on Article 10 referred to in paragraph 5
above, In This regard it is relevant Ho gtate that Malta
has already accepted to settle disputes by arbitration in
the case of the Conventions on (1) the Continental Shelf
(2) the Territorial Sea and Contigucus Zone (3) Discrimination
in Education and (4) the Paecific Sebttlsment of Inbernational
Disputes. A similar provision was also agrsed to in the
Trade Agreenent made with Switzerland.

T The Comptroller of Customs and the Commissioner
of Police find no objection to Malta acceding Ho the
Convention.

8. Hon., Vinisters are therefore invited to agree

to Malta becoming a party te this treaty.

21lst July, 1966.





